finally appraised. As soon as this exact valuation
is finished the great man takes his place in the
firmament as a fixed star and excites no further
controversy.

Ever since his first success at Toulon in 1793,
when he jumped almost in a day from being a
Captain of Artillery to place and power as a
General of Brigade, Napoleon has been an ob'
ject of universal interest? and almost uninter-
rupted discussion; but I cannot help thinking
that his final valuation, if not completed, is near
at hand.

The works of Masson and others have told us
all that can ever be known now of his childhood
and youth, and from his twenty'fourth year on
he lived in such a blase of light that everything
he said and did is known and can be judged.

Masson is merely a dryas-dust compiler of
facts-and nearly all of his facts and nearly all his
discoveries need to be brought into true relation
to the great man and his consequent achieve'
ments; but that, too, is in process of accomplish-
ment. It may be interesting here a century after
Napoleon's death to draw attention to the most
important of the new discoveries about IMS early
years, for as Goethe said, it is the period of dc'
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